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 Among all the forms of poetry, the love-lyric is the most distinguished for its stirring emotions. With amorous lyrics, the poet is
always carried away by his passions, and has no time to choose the form in which to express them, whether from inexperience
or from an absence of invention.... In his latest production the poet (Aristide) is not satisfied with what has been done before,

and speaks as he feels. Literary career Aristide's amorous lyrics are considered the most touching in Greek literature. He
frequently sang and recited them at the concerts and feasts of friends in his youth. From the outset, the love-lyric attracted the
public and Aristide could not resist its attractions. He wrote them down almost at the same time as his first tragedy, which was
performed on 18 October 1662. His first poem, "Iridiana", or "A Grief", has much in common with the love-lyric, but it is an
erotic poem. The second, "The Flowers" (cf. above), is a eulogy of spring, and contains the first evidence of his skill as a poet.
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The third, "The Orphan", is a love-lyric of exceptional quality. This, his last poem, appeared in 1672, one year before his death.
It is a remarkable poem, characterized by a new richness of imagery and a purer morality. Aristide also wrote a series of elegies,

which are among the finest love-lyrics. They are marked by an intense and heartfelt love of the loved one and by a beautiful
moral earnestness. Although Aristide was the most famous of the Greek poets, none of his works have been completely

preserved. None of the manuscripts of his poems have survived, and even the collection he made of his work has not been
preserved. Notes References "Aristide, by T. D. Sullivan", Poets and Poetry of Ancient Greece and Rome, Vol. 2, Philadelphia:

W. B. Conkey, 1889. "Aristide, by Michael Woloch", The Hellenic Ideal: A Study of the Works of Aristide, Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1986. External links Category:17th-century Greek people Category:17th-century poets
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